
Which Disney Cruise Line Ship Should You Sail First? 

By Lori Ketcherside 

 

If the question is which ship you should personally sail first to best support your clients, I’d start with the ship your 

clients are most likely to book. For most agents, that’s a Florida-based ship, since that’s where the majority of first-time 

Disney cruisers start. 

 

If you’re primarily sending clients to Florida, I’d recommend Disney Destiny or Disney Wish as your first sailing: 

 

Disney Destiny (Port Everglades | 4–5 nights) 

• Newest ship in the fleet. 

• Excellent balance for first-time cruisers, better pacing with longer itineraries, and strong value per night. 

• You’ll get firsthand experience on the ship many clients are most curious about right now. 

• Not ideal for WDW + cruise 

• Very convenient to FLL airport 

 

Disney Wish (Port Canaveral | 3–4 nights) 

• The most common entry point for short Disney cruises and ideal for WDW + cruise pairings. 

• Even if it’s not everyone’s personal favorite, knowing the Wish well helps set expectations and guide first-time 

families successfully. 

 

Southern California and Texas 

• If you live near a regional port, I’d prioritize sailing the ship that calls your port home first.  

• Drive-to Disney cruises are a huge selling point, and firsthand experience matters there. 

 

Domestic Disney Cruise Line ships (quick agent cheat sheet of 2026 home ports)  

 

Disney Destiny – Port Everglades 

• Newest ship in the fleet 

• 4–5 night itineraries (great for first timers) 

• Best “value per night” among newer ships 

• High demand from curious first-time cruisers 

 

Disney Wish – Port Canaveral 

• Shorter 3–4 night sailings 

• Popular with first-time cruisers and WDW add-ons 

• Most common ship clients ask about initially 

 

Disney Treasure – Port Canaveral 

• 7-night itineraries 

• Best for families ready for a longer cruise experience 

• More immersive storytelling and pacing than shorter sailings 

 

Disney Dream – Rotates (often Florida-based) 

• Mid-size ship with classic Disney Cruise Line flow 

• Great balance of adult, kid, and family spaces 

• Excellent for longer itineraries and repeat cruisers 

 

Disney Fantasy – Port Canaveral 

• Sister ship to the Dream 

• Known for longer Caribbean itineraries 



• Excellent choice for families wanting more sea days 

 

Disney Magic – Galveston/Alaska (seasonal) 

• Smaller, classic ship 

• Drive-to option for Texas and surrounding states 

• Strong appeal for first-time cruisers who want less travel complexity 

• Galveston transfers/prestays from the airport can be a little more logistically challenging than other domestic 

home ports. The majority of cruisers at this port drive in. 

 

Disney Wonder – San Diego / West Coast / Alaska 

• Only consistent West Coast–based ship 

• Sails to Mexico, Pacific Coast, and Alaska 

• Ideal for clients who don’t want to fly to Florida 

 

Bottom Line for Agents  

 

If your goal is to best serve clients, sail: 

 The ship your clients are/will be booking most often 

 A 4–5 night itinerary if possible 

 A ship that matches your primary departure port 

 

Once you’ve done that, every additional ship and itinerary you sail just deepens your ability to match the right client to 

the right cruise. Cruisers are one of the most “repeat this vacation every year or every two years” travelers I’ve found so 

it’s a great way to grow your market or a fun “we did Disney last year but my husband wants something more relaxing” 

options. 

 

 

 


